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The Roaring Student 
Council 
Elaph S.  

Nothing can hold the TMSA student council from doing great 
things for this school. TMSA student council is trying its best to 
have activities online while in these hard times. They hosted 
some game nights, but due to COVID they were unable to be in-
person. They also held a game night for the start of October. 

The student council elections were held not that long ago by Mr. 
West. He states that “Despite the all-digital setting of the 
elections, we had a solid turnout, with 118 students participating. 
The student council candidates did a great job creating campaign 
videos. Several of the races were quite close, with one student 
winning by only four votes.” Even though the elections were 
online, they went pretty well. This year’s student council has just 
started, but they are already off to a great start!

The president of the student council, Eden Ramos, has been in 
TMSA for a long time now and has been in various activities for 
the benefit of this school. I have gotten the lucky chance to have 
an interview with the student council president and ask her a few 
questions. About the student council, Eden states that “student 
council’s job is to raise school spirit and get people in the school 
community to get to know each other.” To do this they hosted a 
game night on October 6th. It was a great and fun experience for 
everyone. Eden states that there will be many more activities to 
come in the near future. I was also able to get Hebah Ahmed’s 
opinion on the game night. She is a member of the student 
council and a participant in the game night. Continued on page 2
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DECA NEWS 

Andrew O. and Anna S. 

With online learning, TMSA is 
persevering through these 
difficult times and continuing 
to succeed in education, 
proven through the dedication 
put into clubs like DECA. 
Continued on page 3 

Celebrating World 
Teachers’ Day 
During COVID-19 

Zubayda S. 

If there should ever be a year 
to celebrate our teachers, it's 
definitely 2020. October 5th , 
annual teachers’ day, is a day 
made to celebrate teachers all 
over the world. Although the 
day has passed , it serves as a 
reminder of how amazing 
teachers are and the services 
they provide to our world. 
Teachers have been providing 
knowledge for humankind 
since the time of ancient 
Greece, and they have now 
become vital to social growth 
and. . . continued on page 8 
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She says, “ It actually went pretty well. I really didn’t expect it to 
be good, but it was fun. Lots of laughs, it was cool.”

The members of the student council are all doing their parts to 
make online school a great experience for everyone. Eden says “ 
Everyone has really been doing their part so being online isn’t 
really that big of a hindrance for us.” Student council is doing 
their best to make this year even more memorable! The new 
students that have come to TMSA this year are unable to meet 
new people due to online school. However, Student Council is 
trying to break that barrier with activities to meet new people 
and have some fun. As Dalai Lama says, “ The purpose of our lives 
is to have fun.”
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Family ties run 
deeper than roots in 
A24’s newest film 
‘Minari” 

Aneesa M. 

A wide barren field devoid of any 
crops--can family ties really bring 
a harvest? Starring Steven Yeun 
(Okja, The Legend of Korra) and 
Han Yeri (Hello my twenties!) and 
directed by Lee Isaac Chung, 
Minari showcases the struggles of 
Chung’s childhood, specifically 
how his family had to adjust to 
rural Arkansas. Set to be released 
in 2021, Chung finally decides to 
open up about his childhood 
onto the big screen and puts his 
upbringing into a tender and 
warm film.  

Having debuted in the famous 
annual film competition known as 
Sundance, Minari emerged as 
one of the strongest films for 
2020, even having the potential 
for an Academy Award. The film 
evoked great emotion from its 
primarily white audience, 
significant to the budding 
representation of the Asian-
American experience in 
Hollywood. Continued on page 8 
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DECA (cont.)
DECA was started in 2017 by Mr. Smith, Sheena Dean, and Molly Rubin and included only nine members. 
Now, this club has grown to have over one-hundred and fifty members and has been fully committed to 
preparing students for success in marketing, finance, and hospitality since its inception. In recent years, 
DECA has consistently shown that they achieve their goals. Just last year, they won Bronze certification 
for the School-Based Enterprise Tiger Merch, making TMSA the only school in NC to have an SBE 
certification. Not only that but their president of that year, Molly Rubin, won a $30,000 scholarship.

With COVID-19 and online learning, DECA is striving to continue safely with their events. This year’s 
Virtual Kick-off for the club had three special guests, including Pam O’Brien (NC DECA State Advisor), 
Ellie Stocking (Triad Region VP), and Ramkishore Annachi (Southern Region VP) to discuss what DECA 
would look like this year. DECA also safely proceeds with the club activities. These activities happen 
through virtual meetings via Zoom afterschool. They still do role plays and tests, as they would during 
school hours to strive to win more. DECA Advisor Mr. Rodney Smith hopes that they can compete this 

year despite these harsh 
times. 

DECA already had 
some recent events in 
the month of 
October! On 
October 8th, there 
was a live interview 
on Zoom, hosted by 
Sherjeel Rashid. This 
interview was 
focused on alumni 
members Junaid 
Abdul-Hakim, Ali 
Mahmoudi, and Yunis 
Ali. There was also an 
Adopt-a-Highway on 

October 10th at Penny Road. The last event that will happen soon is the TMSA Deca Drive-By Parade on 
October 16th. In this parade, DECA members are going to be able to pick up their materials, pins, and 
prizes from their Blazer Buddy competition. 

Moreover, DECA has announced that the club now offers Middle School DECA for students in 
grades 6-8! DECA is always expanding their family and working hard towards their goals. There is no 
doubt that there will be so many more trophies and accomplishments won by DECA so that TMSA can 
stand out as a role model to other school districts and around the world.
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How the Coronavirus has Affected Our School 
Tatiana G. and Emily F. 
Over the course of the past 7 months, the world has gone through drastic changes due to the coronavirus. 
Consequently, TMSA has gone digital. Our school was ahead of many others and immediately began 
digital learning via daily Zoom classes. This new change of pace can bring difficulties or can be beneficial 
to the students. 

Triangle Math and Science Academy has been doing digital learning a bit differently than other schools by 
continuing to do the A day B day schedule (A day classes meet Monday, Wednesday, Friday; B day, Tuesday, 
Thursday)  rather than what other schools have been doing where they have the same 4 classes one 
semester and the next semester are given 4 new ones. Some schools have even continued to do online 
schooling but completely asynchronous with no Zooms or Google Meets. In regards to actually being able 
to do in-person school, the original plan was to go back second quarter, but the TMSA school board voted 
to extend digital learning through the entire first semester. Only a handful of schools have been doing the 
in-person and digital school rotation while most schools like ours have continued to do only online 
learning.

To be able to get a better understanding of what exactly student’s opinions are with going digital, we 
surveyed 16 TMSA students how they feel about online learning. When asked if the students overall like 
digital schooling, 53.6% of people said no. This could be from the fact that some students may feel that 
online learning can be difficult and having to stare directly at a screen during school can be challenging. 

�

Another one of the questions was a short answer response asking what is one thing students like and 
dislike about online school. The majority of students said that they like how they know they are safe from 
the virus by staying home but dislike the amount of assigned work.
Something that should also be pointed out is the fact that 62.5% of students stated that they feel like 
their mental health state has decreased since going digital. 
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Overall, although a majority of students would rather go back to in-person school, not much can be done 
about that considering the fact that the virus is still very prevalent. We will have to continue doing online 
school until it is safe to do otherwise because what is most important is the students’ and staff members’ 
health and if we were to go back now that would be put at risk. 

How to Keep Students Engaged During 
Online Schooling 
Aisha F. and Jamia C. 

During this pandemic school has been online for most students and also kind of boring. Students and 
teachers are probably feeling overwhelmed with this sudden change, and it has been hard for teachers to 
keep their students engaged in school work and school activities. So here are some ways to keep your 
students engaged in school despite being online! 

One way to keep students interested and engaged in school is to use multiple formats for assignments. 
They might get bored doing the same types of work in rotation, so you could create some fun games or 
use a website like Kahoot! or apps like Quizlet. Another way to keep students engaged is to ask questions 
during classes. I know most students would not want to, but it is the best way to keep them engaged 
especially since it is remote learning and that is also a way to know if they are paying attention. 
   
For school events staff should be encouraged 
to create online events. A Zoom session where 
students don't have to be talking about school 
and talk about their interests with their peers 
is a sure-fire way to keep students engaged in 
school! These things can keep students 
engaged in remote learning, for example they 
could host online lunches, online parent/
teacher conferences, and even online prom.  
There could also be online competitions, such 
as a virtual escape room, and here is a quote 
from Huda; she was actually one of the 
winners from the escape room: “It felt nice to have some sort of competition and keep that competitive 
atmosphere that’s very prevalent here at TMSA going, even through distance learning. I also really 
enjoyed the lunch!” And if teachers really want to keep their students engaged they can give out prizes 
such as gift cards or even something small such as candy. Many students are prize motivated, meaning 
they just do the activity just to get something, and maybe they probably don’t even use it if the prize is for 
school purposes. 
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One thing students used to look forward to were clubs. Before this pandemic, students could attend any 
club meetings they wanted to. Such as robotics club, german club, and the basketball club. Now students 
can’t do all those activities, so the best way to keep them engaged in their clubs is to host online club 
meetings.

Something to Keep You Occupied During 
These Times 
Alexander W. 

During these times that try people, we need to find ways to escape from the troubles that life presents. It 
can be a good idea to find a hobby to try and get something to do. One hobby that I would like to take a 
look at is miniature painting, most specifically, warhammer. As the name implies, the hobby is a very artsy 
one that revolves around painting plastic miniatures. Although this hobby can be expensive, it can be very 
rewarding and fun. 

Let's take a look at one specific series of models. The warhammer 40k and Age of Sigmar models made by 
British company games workshop. The warhammer models are for the warhammer tabletop game. The 
premise is to assemble and paint your models for tabletop battles against another player. We’ll mostly be 
looking at the painting and art part of the hobby.

The first thing you must do before you can paint is assemble the models. When you buy a model, it will 
come with a sprue; this sort of plastic plate with pieces attached to them. You need to cut the pieces out, 
preferably with a fine detail cutter. You will then need to glue these pieces together with a sort of plastic 
glue that works by melting the plastic together. This assembly process will always come with instructions 
to assist you. After you finish assembling a model, you can finally go to the painting.  

There are five basic steps to painting. Priming, Base painting (or that's what I call it as it is called basing, 
but there is however a non basic step that is also called basing), shading, dry paint, and layering. Priming 
is very simple. You cover your model in one specific paint to make it so that paints in the second step 
adhere more easily to your model. For this step, you’re supposed to use spray paint on your model as it is 
much easier to do than to paint it on your model using a brush. After that, you let the paint dry (which 
should take around 5 minutes) and then you may begin with base painting it. You take a specific kind of 
paint, simply called the base paint which was made to spread over surfaces easily. Here you’ll paint 
different parts of the model different colors and try your best to make this rudimentary form of your 
model look nice. After that, you will move onto the shading part. In this part, you use a shade paint, 
which is a very liquid like paint that is supposed to be spread into the crevices of your model to darken 
some areas, hence the name, shading. After this step you must allow it to dry. Now that you have finished 
this, your model is now considered “battle ready” meaning you have completed the most rudimentary 
steps in your painting process. The next part is considered making your model “parade ready” which 
involves dry and layer paints. Dry painting is very...strange as it’s not always required when painting, and 
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you don’t really need to do it quite a bit of the time unless you’re making this very good model. It 
basically works like this. You take a bit of this dry paint (which is rather clumpy) and thin it out. You then 
use it to make some of the finer details of the model pop out by dragging it over them. Then you have 
layer paints which serve a similar purpose as dry paints, but are supposed to be used to highlight the edges 
of your model to make them pop out more.

How the Pandemic Has Affected the Film 
Industry 
Ghazi H.

Over the past few couple of months, films all around the world have changed, drastically. Mulan, the live 
action film, hasn’t been released in theaters but instead has been directly released on Disney+ for $29.99. 
Now, you may be wondering why haven’t many other films done the same. It’s because these films don’t 
have a streaming service like Hulu, Netflix, or Disney+. They’re just floaters.

The movies that have been delayed are 
mostly because of the movie theaters 
that have been shut down due to the 
pandemic. They have been delayed to 
later this year, usually winter. Some 
delayed movies include Black Widow, 
Soul, Wonder Woman 1984, Black 
Adam, The Batman, The Beatles: Get 
Back and Doctor Strange 2. Some 
films’ release dates are to be 
determined still.

The movies that have been directly moved to streaming services are also because of the movie theaters 
getting shut down because of the pandemic and social distancing. These streaming services are making it 
easier and safer for families to watch movies since they don’t have to go out taking risks every time. These 
movies include Mulan, Trolls: World Tour, Scoob, Onward, and others.

These films have been delayed or moved because of this pandemic which shows that this pandemic has 
highly affected the entertainment industry.
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Minari (cont.) 
However, it remains uncertain if A24 can recreate the success of “The Farewell” when the film is set to 
release later this year. Chung’s previous films weren’t as prominent as Minari with both films failing to 
make it to theaters. So Minari  being able to enter Sundance with such promise was a miracle for the 
director.

Minari reforms the “American dream” through a Korean perspective, when Jacob Yi decides to move his 
family from California to Arkansas for a better chance. Jacob and his wife, Monica, earned money by 
chicken sexing- checking the genders of hundreds of chickens and separating them. Moving his family to 
start a farm of Korean fruits, Jacob faces a multitude of emotional stops. The movie, however, is told from 
his son’s point of view, David. The Yi family is joined by their Korean grandmother, who David is 
disappointed by and makes no effort to hide. Throughout the movie, emotions are high, the audience is 
knocked down only to be built back up again. Chung makes no shortcomings in the admirability of his 
characters. It won’t be a film you forget easily. 

World Teachers’ Day (cont.) 
and child mental development. Now they have become even more essential during this year's COVID 19 
crisis. Teachers all over the world are trying to help navigate students and parents in the world of online 
learning for the utmost satisfaction. Teachers are trying their best to give an efficient learning 
environment amid the raging pandemic. 

While online learning seems to be an inefficient 
way of learning to some, others find online 
learning as quite a beneficial and fun experience. 
According to Triangle Math and Science 11th 
grade student Ayah Abdulhaqq , “Online learning 
is better because I’m less stressed about waking 
up and going to school, and I feel distracted 
having to sit in classrooms for hours feeling 
restricted.”

Many students feel this way due to teachers' 
outstanding adaption to online learning and  

creation of a positive learning environment. Teachers create such an environment by putting their 
students first. Even during such a predicament, teachers still worry about their students. According to 
TMSA highschool teacher Mr.Opachan online learning to him is, ”More efficient with time and resources, 
but you lose the personal connection with students. 
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While teachers are trying their best, they still tend to struggle with student participation and feedback. 
According To TMSA highschool teacher Mrs.Wise, “For me the biggest issue in online school for me is 
not getting interactive feedback like facial expressions, side comments, and seeing social interaction.”  
Many other teachers seem to be facing the same issue, many saying they miss interacting and having 
special bonds with students. This World Teachers’ Day we not only encourage students to thank their 
teachers, we encourage them to try to be more active during class. It may seem like something small, but 
it means the world to teachers. 

Take the time to consider and appreciate teachers for all they've done. Thank them for how they 
preserved even through such hard times. Be thankful that our teachers are so hard caring and loving. If 
not for them, society today as we know it wouldn't exist. Thank you to teachers all around the world for 
your unimaginable perseverance. We love you.
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